CHAPTER   II
THE  FOREIGN  OFFICE  MACHINE
I HAVE SAID ENOUGH to show that the Nazi challenge
is new both in its intensity and in its nature. A powerful
state is organised under a single direction for the purpose
of disintegrating and overwhelming other states. If there
are departmental quarrels between the foreign and home
and financial organs of the state, they are ironed out by
the final authority of Hitler and his close advisers. The
departments do not work separately, but each is subordinate
to a single purpose. Thus, in the Balkans or in South
America, it is impossible to separate Nazi trade policy
from Nazi foreign policy; they are not merely related,
they are integrated. Every trade bargain is designed to
purchase power in the states that come to an agreement;
every international treaty rivets on the state that accepts
it the political and commercial hold of the Nazi machine.
Compare this for a moment with democratic methods.
Trade notoriously follows the flag, and capitalist expansion
has often carried with it the threat of political domination.
But with the capitalist democracies this is a slow process
and by no means inevitable. As long as conditions are
good for the British investor the government and political
life of even colonial countries are not undermined. In the
Argentine, for instance, the British Government is content
to protect the interests of its nationals and keep on good
terms with the Argentinian Government. The Foreign
Office is on good terms with the Government, and is
only occasionally involved in the business affairs of
its nationals. The Board of Trade, the Treasury, the
Foreign Office and the rest, work separately, co-operating